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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, The nenbers of the House of Representatives of
t he State of Illinois would Ilike to congratulate our
| ong-tine coll eague, Charles A "Chuck" Hartke, as he retires
fromhis position as State Representative for the 108th

Legislative District; and

WHEREAS, Representative Hartke served in the |egislature
since his appointnment in 1985 and served in | eadership during
part of his vyears in office; he is retiring from the

| egislature to serve as the Director of Agriculture; and

WHEREAS, Throughout his tenure in office, Representative
Hart ke has nmade agricultural |legislation one of his top
priorities; he sponsored legislation to inprove "nmega hog
farm standards, open additional markets for I1linois
agricultural products, and pronote val ue-added products; he
co-sponsored legislation to create the AgFirst Devel opnent
Program that will provide counseling, grants, education, and
technical assistance to farmers experienci ng econom ¢
difficulties; he also co-sponsored several neasures ained at

i ncreasi ng ethanol usage as an alternative fuel; and

WHEREAS, Representative Hartke pronoted all issues 1in
agriculture, even when the subject matter brought questions
and jokes fromthis body; one exanple was during the 88th
General Assenbly when Representative Hartke brought House
Bill 904 before this body; this ground breaking |egislation
provided an occupation and use tax exenption for those
businesses in Illinois that deal in Bull Senmen; he weathered
the expected jokes, and successfully provided these snal
busi ness owners the seed they needed to grow their industry;

and

WHEREAS, Representative Hartke has shown dedi cation and

comm tnent to education; he has been successful in helping
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his district secure nuch needed school construction grants;
he has focused on finding an equitable and fair school
funding formula for his Southern Illinois District and has
conti nued to provi de students W th state-of -the-art

educati onal equi pnent; and

WHEREAS, Representative Hartke has worked consistently to
reduce the tax burden on honeowners, senior citizens, and
| ower income working famlies, by supporting the Illinois
Earned Inconme Tax Credit, GCrcuit Breaker expansion, and

property tax rebates; and

VWHEREAS, Chuck has been active in public service for nost
of his Ilife, first by valiantly serving his country in the
US Arny from 1966 until 1968, including a tour in Viet Nam
he served on the Effingham County Board from 1971 to 1974,
was elected Secretary of the Denocratic Central Conmttee in
1976, and was el ected as Effingham County DCC Chairman from
1978 to 1985; and

WHEREAS, Chuck and his wife, Kathy, have two children,
Chris Hartke and Kim Deters, along with five grandchildren;
Chuck is active throughout his comunity in a variety of
roles; he is a nmenber of St. Francis Parish, the Knights of
Col unbus- Teutopolis 2874, the American Legion-Dieterich, the
40 et 8-Effingham the VFWAItanont, AARP, the Farm Bureau,

and the Farners Union; therefore, be it

RESCOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- THI RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we congratulate Representative Charles A "Chuck"” Hartke on
the occasion of his retirenent fromthe legislature, and we
cormend him for his dedication to the citizens of the 108th

Legislative District; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be

presented to Chuck as an expression of our respect and esteem
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and w th best wi shes for and utnobst confidence in his future

as the Director of Agriculture.
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